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- interju David Amonnal Izrael magyarorszagi nagykovetével

Tel Avivhan sziletett. Iskoldit is ott végezte. J6 didk vol. Eveken keresztil sikeres iizletemberként dolgo-
2ot marketing és hirdetési terileten. Munkdijdn keresztiil kapcsolatba kerijlt politikusokkal. Egyik alapi-
toja volt a Liberdlis Partnak, amely azutdn fobb kisebb parttal Gsszeolvadva dtalakult a Likud Paritd.
Likud — dsszefogdst jelent. 1977-ben, amikor a Likud pért hatalomra keriilt, Begin kormdnyf6 egyik sz6-
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vivdje lett. Az Izrael dllam megalapitdsdnak 30. évforduldjdra rendezett dllami Gnnepségek fdszervezGjének nevezte ki a minisz-
terelnok. 1978-ban az ORTT izraeli megfelel6jének igazgatdja lett.

Lazar Adam riportja

- Hogyan lett diplomata? - kérdezem.

- Modai pénziigyminiszter volt, én pe-
dig a tandcsaddja. Minthogy én ismertem
az 6sszes kormdanyt kordbban, amikor az
iizleti tevékenységemet abbahagytam,
felajanlottdk, térjek vissza kordbbi 4lla-
somhoz és vezessem az izraeli ORTT-t.
Ugyanakkor a Kiiliigyminisztérium fel-
ajanlotta ezt a nagykoveti poziciét, mivel
fontos volt a gazdasdgi kapcsolatok fej-
lesztése Magyarorszdggal - vdlaszolja
David Admon.

Arra a kérdésre, hogy egy sikeres iiz-
letember miért valt, és megy el politikus-
nak vagy diplomaténak, igy vélaszol: ,,A
politikdban azel6tt is benne voltam - de
csak ritkdn féfoglalkozasként. Sikeres {iz-
letember voltam, de az a teriilet, amelyi-
ken én dolgoztam, a hirdetéseké, a fiata-
lok vildga. Ebben mdr az utébbi években
nem talaltam helyemet.”

1989-ben 6 kezdeményezte a Budapest -
Tel Aviv testvérvarosi kapcsolat létesitését.

- Miért fontos Magyarorszdggal a
kapcsolatok fejlesztése Izrael szdmdra?

- Izrael a Foldkozi tengeri térségben
szadmos, az Eurépai Unidba tartozé nem-
zettel szomszédos. Ezért fontos a kicsit
tdvolabb 1év6 Magyarorszdggal erdsiteni
a kapcsolatokat - vélaszolja. - Arrél sem
szabad elfelejtkezni - teszi hozzd - hogy
mintegy 300 000 izraeli lakos magyar
szdrmazdsu.”

- Melyek azok a teriiletek, ahol a kap-
csolatokat erdsiteni kellene?

- J6 lenne fejleszteni a turizmust. A
Magyarorszagrol, Izrael felé irdnyul6 nya-
ral6 turizmust. A zardndoklatokat. Sok
keresztény szeretné felkeresni a Szenthe-
lyeket - vélaszolja. - Ezen kiviil fontos az
oktatds tertilete. Mintegy 2000 izraeli diak
tanul magyar felsGoktatdsi intézmények-
ben. A masik fontos tertilet, a kereskede-
lem. Az drucsere forgalom csak 120 millié
dolldr jelenleg, ami nem ardnyos az iizle-
ti lehet@ségekkel egyik orszdg szempont-
jabél sem Az egyik célom az export nove-
lése - mondja.

- Honnan az akcentus nélkiili iidvoz-
lés. Illetve honnan szdrmazik a Magyar-
orszdg felé irdnyulo érdeklodése?

- El6szor is szdrmazdsombol. Edes-
anydm magyarul beszélt hozzdm, csak a
hosszi évek alatt, amikor nem hasznéltam

ezt a nyelvet, elfelejtettem magyarul. De
majd belejovok - teszi hozza optimistn. -
Fontos az érzelmi kot6dés. Apdmon és
anydmon kiviil mindenkit elveszitettem a
Vészkorszakban. Most is, amikor magyar
varosokban jarok, megrendit§ és dobbene-
tes, hogy akkor egyik pillanatrél a mdsikra
a lakossdg egy részét kivetették. Eppen
ezért szamomra fontos mindent megtenni
annak érdekében, hogy ahol elhagyott, ro-
mos zsinagogdk vannak, azokat hozzdk
rendbe, alakitsdk at, és csindljanak bel6liik

kulturdlis intézményeket, ne csak a zsido-
sdg szdmdra. Azutdn, mint iizletember is
érdeklédtem Magyarorszdg irdnt. Izraeli
véllalkozo6k t6bb mint négy millidrd dolldrt
fektettek be itt. Miutdn felvet6dott az a le-
hetdség, hogy Budapestre jovok nagykd-
vetnek nagyobb mélységben szerettem vol-
na elsajatitani az énok orszdgdval kapcso-
latos ismereteket. De az igazi tanulds valo-
jdban itt kezd6dott el. Naponta rengeteg Uj
ismeretet sajatitok el. Médr sok mindent
megértek a hirekbdl és az jsdgokbdl is.

From Businessman fo Diplomat

- an interview with David Amon Israel's ambassador to Hungary
He was born in Tel Aviv, and he also went to school there. He was a ﬂood student. For years he worked as a suc-

cessful businessman in markeling and advertising. Through his work

@ came into contact with politicians. He was

one of the founders of the Liberal party. Later on this party united with other small parties and formed the Likud
Party. Likud means unification. When the Likud Party got in power in 1977, he became one of the spokespersons
of Prime Minister Begin. The Prime Minister appointed him chief organiser of the state celebrations organised on
the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the foundation of the State of Israel. In 1978 he was appointed chairman of

the Israeli National Radio and Television Authority.

»How did you become a diplomat?” | ask him.

,Modei was Minister of Financial Affairs, and | was
his consultant. As | knew all the earlier governments,
a year ago when | gave up my business activity they
offered me my earlier position as leader of the Israeli
National Radio and Television Authority. At the same
time the Ministry of Foreign Affairs offered me this
position as ambassador, because it was important to
improve economic relations with Hungary”, answers
David Admon.

To my question concerning why a successful
businessman decides to become a politician or diplo-
mat he gives the following answer:

LI was also involved in politics before, but rarely
did I deal with it full time. | was a successful busi-
nessman, but the field where | worked, the field of
advertising, is really a world for young people. In the
last few years | could not find my place in that world
any more.”

In 1989 he initiated the twinning between
Budapest and Tel Aviv.

,Why is it important for Israel to improve relations
with Hungary?” | ask him.

Jsrael neighbours several nations in the
Mediterranean region that belong to the European
Union. So it is also important to strengthen relations
with more distant countries like Hungary’, he says.
"And we must not forget either that about 300,000
Israglis are of Hungarian origin', he adds.

,What are the areas where relationships needs to
be strengthened?”

It would be nice to develop tourism, especially
summer tourism from Hungary to Israel, as well as

pilgrimages. Many Christians would like to go on a
pilgrimage to the sacred places. And education is
important too. About 2,000 Israeli students are study-
ing at Hungarian institutes of higher education.
Another important area is trade. Presently the trade
between the two countries is only 120 million dollars,
which is not in proportion with the business possibil-
ities of either of the countries. One of my aims is to
increase export”, he says.

,How come you speak Hungarian without a for-
eign accent? And what makes you interested in
Hungary so much?”

,Well, | am of Hungarian origin. My mother spoke
Hungarian to me, but during all those years while | did
not use this language at all | forgot Hungarian. Never
mind, | will catch up again”, he adds optimistically.
~Emotional ties are very important. Apart from my
father and mother | lost everybody during the
Holocaust. Even now when | travel to Hungarian towns
| feel shocked and astonished to think that at that time
from one moment to the other a part of the population
was outcast. This is why | find it important to do our
best to have deserted, ruined synagogues restored,
reconstructed and turned into cultural institutes not
only for the Jewish. | was also interested in Hungary as
a businessman. Israeli entrepreneurs have invested
more than four billion dollars here. When | was offered
the possibility to come and be ambassador in
Budapest, | decided to learn more about your Hungary.
But the real learning started here. | learn a lot every day.
Now | even understand a lot from the news and news-
papers.” )

Addm Lazar
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